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Viracon Contributes to Cutting-Edge Design and Performance at Marlins Park
Venue Regarded as the Most Modern in the Major Leagues

OWATONNA, MN…Miami’s Marlins Park is considered Major League Baseball’s most modern-looking new park, and as the first retractable roof structure in the world to earn LEED® Gold Certifications, it is also the league’s most environmentally sustainable. Viracon glass contributed to both its 21st century aesthetic and its cutting-edge energy performance.

The 37,000-seat facility was constructed on the site of the former Orange Bowl, in Miami’s Little Havana. Its design, by Populous, embodies the vibrancy of that community with an electric color scheme and abundance of artwork in tropical colors. The park’s architecture also acknowledges the $550 million park’s proximity to the coast. The curves of its metallic and glass exterior evoke images of the ocean – an effect accomplished in part thanks to Viracon glass, which was used on storefronts, an elevated bump out and luxury boxes in the park. 

“We aspired to create a sculptural building. The flowing white plaster and reflective metal forms contrasted by transparent color reflects this objective,” says Greg Sherlock, Principal of Populous. “Viracon glass substrate combinations allowed us to graduate the color with a deep blue hue at the lower sections of the building and lighter aqua hues rising into the horizon.” 

The color graduation was achieved by silk-screening Viracon’s insulating laminated VE26-42 glass. The glass also allows for a high visible light transmittance, at 24%, which further enhances the park’s modern aesthetic.

“We specified Viracon glass as it accomplishes three fundamental objectives; color, high visible light transmittance and superior solar reflectivity,” Sherlock continues.


The 120,985 square feet of Viracon glass used also contributed to the park’s environmental sustainability by bolstering its energy performance.

“The introduction intermittent rhythms of frit patterns further enhanced the solar reflectivity, with high density patterns along the southern and western façade resulting in significant energy reduction performance to reach LEED Gold certification for a building which includes a retractable roof and retractable glazed wall,” says Sherlock. 

Marlins Park was completed in March 2012. The project team also included general contractors Hunt/Moss Joint Venture. 
About Viracon, Inc.
Viracon is based in Owatonna, Minnesota, and has facilities in Statesboro, Georgia, St. George, Utah and Nazaré Paulista, Brazil. Viracon produces high-performance glass products, including tempered, laminated, insulating, silk-screened and high-performance coatings, for North American and international markets. The company is a subsidiary of Apogee Enterprises, Inc. (NASDAQ: APOG). Apogee, headquartered in Minneapolis, is a leader in technologies involving the design and development of value-added glass products and services. For more information, visit www.viracon.com. 
Like Viracon on Facebook: www.facebook.com/viraconglass 
Follow Viracon on Twitter: www.twitter.com/viraconglass 
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